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The Paraprofessional Training Project at California

State University., Chico, is operated through a consortium of the
University, Colusa County Schools, and Butte Community College. The
3-year program provides trainee paraprofessional teaching staff to
work with the predominantly Spanish-speaking,
limited-English~prcficient school population of the school district
while the trainees are improving instructional skills and gaining
university credit applicable toward a later degree. It includes
formal classroom and related field experiences for the trainees.
Program improvements recommended include offering more courses in
convenient off-campus locations and cooperative efforts to develop
creative and flexible work scheduling. (MSE)
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AASCU/ERIC Mode! Programs inventory Project

The AASCU/ERIC Model Programs Inventory is a two-year project seeking
to establish and test a model system for collecting and disseminating
information on model programs at AASCU-member institutions--375 of the
public four-year colleges and universities in the United States.

The four objectives of the project are:

0 To increase the information on model programs available to
all institutions through the ERIC system

o] To encourage the use of the ERIC system by AASCU
institutions

0 To improve AASCU’s ability to know about, and share
information on, activities at member institutions, and

o] To test a model for collaboration with ERIC that other national
organizations might adopt.

The AASCU/ERIC Model Programs Inventory Project is funded with a grant
from the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education to the
American Association of State Colleges and Universities, in collaboration
- with the ERIC Ciearinghouse on Higher Education at The George
Washington University.
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ABSTRACT: Thlis Paraprofessicnal Tralning ProjJect work, through

a congortlum of three distinct entities: Callfornla State

Unlversity at Chico, Colusa County Schoolg, and Butte Communlty

Collegé. The program provides tralned teachlng staff to work

with a predominantly Spanish-speaking 1imlted Engllish

proflclent student populatlon. The intent of the project Is to k?
enable paraprofessionals working with the Limited English v
Proficlent (LEP) students of the Colusa County Schools to earn

college credit whlle lmproving thelr instructional sklllis over

the short term and providing them with community col lege and

university course work appllicable to a college degree and

beyond.

Callfornla State Unlversity, Chico has etablished strong
teacher tralning programs In blllgual/muiticultural educatlon,
bilingual special education, and speech pathology. Callfornla
State Unlverslty, Chico will traln twenty-flve paraprofession-
als in blllingual/multlicul turai education. The contents of
thls project detall the Instructional deslign, the critlcal need
for this actlvity, the goals, oblJectlves, and competenclies to
be developed by the tralnees. The project also detalls the
plan of operatlion, budget requirements, evaluatlion plan, key

personnel, and the University’s experience In this endeavor. S



INTRODUCTION: The Paraprofessional Trainling Project presents
Information regarding a consortlium designed to train
paraprofessional teaching staff to work with language minority
students. Need, impact, program objectlves and deslgn are
presented. Further, resuits of this program and effectiveness

are dlscussed.

BACKGROQUND: The Center for Bliingual/Multicultural Studies has
been housed on the CSU, Chlco campus for the past elght years.
It has a successful history of operatling federal and state
grant programs. Since |ts Inceptlion, the Center has
administered funded programs ranging from Blllngual Teacher
Training to Blllngual Speclal Educatlion, Blllngual Speech
Pathology and Audiology Resource Personnel Trailning. Through a
consortlum of three distinct entitles: Callfornia State
University, Center for Blllngual/Multicultural! Studies, Colusa
County Schools, and Butte Community College, the grant was
developed and funded to gsupport a paraprofesslional tralnlng
effort to Increase the number of better tralned indlvliduals
working, or preparing to work, with 1imited English proficlent
students at the classroom level. The proJect allows
pagaprofesslonals of Colusa County Schools to earn college
credit which will lead toward a deogree and meet certliflicatlon
requirements whlle Improving their instructional skilis. The
program currently trains 28 employed paraprofessionals during

the approved budget perlod. These partlclipants were ldentlfled



and selected throuagh a process which Involved Center for
Blllingual/ Multlcultural Studles staff, School District
offlclals and representatlves of Butte Community College. Only
those Indlividuals who can commlit to the three year program were

ellalble for conslderatlon.

DESCRIPTION: The California State Universlty at Chico based
Paraprofessional Tralnlng Project provides tralning
opportunitlies to all staff working with or preparing to work
with LEP students throughout Colusa County. Over the past
gseveral years, Colusa County has wltnessed a rapid lncrease In
Its language mlnority population. The greatest growth has
occurred within the Spanish-speakling, Mexlican-American

pcecpulation.

The Paraprofessional Tralning Program includes both a formal
classroom and related fleld experliences In a three-year program
which earn the paraprofessional Community College credits, all
of whlch count towards the completion of a certlficate of
tralning and toward an assoclate or baccalaureate degree. The
Schedule of courses has also been deslgned to meet the stated
needs of the paraprofesslonals and the Colusa County Schools.
These courses, and fleld experlences provide meaningful
experlences with curricular content that Is compatible with the

goals of thils project.



The paraprofessional tralning program falls organizationally
within the Center for Bilingual/Multlicultural Studles at
California State Unliversity, Chico. The Center is operated out
of the College of Educatlon with the Director of the Center
reporting directly to the Dean of the College through the

Aagoclate Dean and Department Chailr.

The Center !s staffed by two full-time tenured faculty, one
classifled staff person, and three part-time professlional staff
who assist In teaching unlversity courses, supervising student
teachers, and prov!iding general support services. The
Unlversity Foundatlon and College of Educatlon provide support
to the Center for Bllingual/Multicultural Studies. Thus,
Callfornia State Unlversity, Chico |s committed to contlnue,
expand, and bulld upon the program when Federal assigstance

ends.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

1> Partliclpants have requested that CSU, Chico courses be
offered "closer to home.® University satellite ITFS
(Instructlional Televislion Flxed Service) provides one outlet
for required courses which may be taken without driving to the
Chico campux», ang CSU, Chlco classes may be offered with
selected undergraduate faculty, In other discliplines, offering

classes In Colusa.
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2) Partlicipants have asked to take a full academlc load.
Concurrent to worklng fulltlme this creares genulne hardshlp.
Arrangements may be made wlth dlstricts to develop creative
work schedulling to facllltate completlon of necessary

ungergraduate preparation.




